
Health and Safety
in Schools

Promoting a safe  
school environment
together

Putting children first
OneEducation

There has been a recent shift in health and safety responsibilities within 
schools. Policy changes and other developments mean a lot of schools have 
reduced support from the local authority or have become more like academies 
where the local authority is no longer the employer at all, the school is. 

In these cases, accountability for health and 
safety lies with the Trust, Headteacher and 
school senior leadership team. 

Sensible and proactive health and safety 
management in schools is essential. But that 
doesn’t mean you should ban classroom 
activities, remove play equipment or even 
forbid snowball fights.

The focus should be on reducing serious 
injury, ill health and even death in the school 
environment. The school leadership team  
must understand:

• Their role and responsibilities 

• Safety policies and how to apply them to  
 life-threatening risks in the workplace

• What documentation is required for  
 significant safety hazards

• How to make proportionate decisions 

• Practical solutions to health and safety issues  
 such as school trips and activities

Ultimately, it’s not about wrapping students in 
cotton wool which can leave them unprepared 
for the real world. Rather, we should be 
enabling risk exposure in a controlled way 
so young people can learn more about 
themselves, others and the wider world. 

 

Rational Health and Safety in Education

Education

At Vita Safety 
we have highly experienced 

health and safety consultants who 
specialise in the education and 

learning sector.
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One Education have partnered with 
Vita Safety to provide schools and 
academies with the health and safety 
expertise required to ensure students 
and teachers feel safe in schools, and 
leadership teams meet their legal 
obligations under health and safety 
legislation. 

We are delighted to introduce this new 
service, helping schools to put the right 
steps in place to protect staff, pupils 
and visitors and ensure your school 
have the right policies and procedures 
established.

“At Vita Safety, we think equipping  
future generations with the skills and  
knowledge needed to succeed in life is 
critical. Health and safety plays a huge 
role in making this possible.”

“Students, teachers and everyone in 
between should feel safe and protected 
while at school, so they can learn and 
teach without compromising their health 
and wellbeing.” 

Ian Hutchings, Vita Safety

hrandpeople@oneeducation.co.uk           0844 967 1112              oneeducation.co.uk 

Health and Safety
in Schools

Your school can feel confident 
 through these services:

• School specific health and safety 
 policies and procedures 
• Specialist advice on statutory legal 

 obligations
• Audits to ensure legal obligations 

 are met along with a report and 
 action plan 
• Undertaking a range of risk  

 assessments to meet regulations  
 including COSHH, manual handling,  
 and display screen equipment etc
• Fire safety management
• Assistance to investigate major 

 incidents and accidents 
 
The benefits for your school include: 

• Teachers can teach without  
 worrying about potential risks in  
 the classroom due to safer learning  
 environments
• Investing in health and safety means 

     saving money long term; accidents  
 are reduced, costly claims are  
 minimised and the school is overall  
 much safer
• Students and staff get the support  

 they need to improve their  
 wellbeing, teaching and learning
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